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bring to heel the imposing array of Government officials, con-
tractors, pensioners and title-hunters who formed the bulk of the
electorate. Mr. Fraser went the length of sending a misleading cable
to the Aga Khan, and using his reply for the purpose of influencing
his followers. Neither the original cable nor the reply was ever
published, though the Chief Judge of the Small Causes Court in the
subsequent inquiry fined Mr. Fraser Rs. 50 for his persistent refusal
to produce them.
As the election day drew near, public excitement rose to fever-
heat. The Caucus was the one topic of conversation everywhere. A
tremendous wave of feeling swept over Bombay, and touched even
distant parts of the country. With the exception of the Bande
Mataram, the Makratta and papers of that ilk, the bitterest political
opponents of Pherozeshah joined in denouncing the movement, and
in recognizing the immense debt which Bombay owed to him. Day
after day, the hapless Justices were appealed to, threatened, argued
with. The Times of India on its side carried on a ceaseless and
vigorous campaign in support of the sixteen "Independents," who
were to put an end to the regime of Pherozeshah and his "Bonds-
men." It asked the critics of the Caucus not to forget that the affairs
of the City had for years past been practically decided in an unpre-
tentious office which was nowhere near the Municipal Hall. In its
final appeal, it told the electors that all that the "Independents"
sought to do was to settle civic aflfairs on civic lines. They would
stand for true freedom in municipal life, and decline to make them-
selves the henchmen of any dictator. If they won, well and good. If
not, Bombay would still enjoy the possession of her Boss, and make
the best of him.
The appointed day, 22nd February, came at last, a day memorable
in the civic annals of Bombay. The public had been admitted to the
Hall, and the election took place amidst scenes of wild excitraietit.
Mr. Shepherd, the Municipal Commissioner, was elected chairman
of the "meeting" on the motion of Pherozeshah, who little realized
the part he was playing behind the scenes. Just before the appointed
hour, a large number of European Justices trooped into the HaU
with their voting papers containing the names of the Caacos
candidates ready signed in their pockets. The organlzsets of the